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BUILDING A 
STRONG 
ASSESSMENT 
SYSTEM
BIRTH THROUGH 3RD GRADE

Module One of Four
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Objectives

• Participants will receive information on why 
conducting assessment is important

• Participants will receive information on each type 
of assessment in a comprehensive assessment 
system

• Participants will receive information on the link 
between Pre-K and K-3 data
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QUICK FIRE ACTIVITY

On an index card:

What assessments are you familiar with? 
Include program and child assessments.
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WHY IT MATTERS…
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6

Interim (predictive) - Administered/reviewed for all students within 
the first quarter.  (e.g., academic grades, attendance, discipline 
referrals, reading/math  and developmental screener)

Students who are identified as at-risk by the Universal Screener are 
administered a diagnostic assessment to determine the deficits. (e.g., 
phonics, phonemic awareness, spelling, number sense and behavior)

Interim check for progress) - Students in Tier 1 are assessed 
quarterly; students in Tier II are assessed 2-4 weeks; and students 
in Tier III are assessed every 1-2 weeks. ( e.g., benchmarking, 
curriculum-based measures, and anecdotal notes)  

Check for Understanding – Used by teachers and students 
during instruction which provides feedback to adjust 
ongoing teaching and learning. (e.g., observations, work 
samples, asking and answer questions)

Summative – Given at the end of a unit, quarter, 
semester, and/or annually. (e.g., state-wide, 
district and/or grade level)

Universal
Screener

Diagnostic

Progress

Monitoring

Formative

Summative
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7

Interim (predictive) - Administered/reviewed for all students within 
the first quarter (academic grades, attendance, discipline referrals, 
reading/math,  and developmental screener).

Universal
Screener

Diagnostic

Progress

Monitoring

Formative

Summative
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8

List of Developmental Screening Tools:
Ages and Stages Questionnaire—3rd Edition 
Ages and Stages Questionnaire—Social-Emotional 
Brigance Screens 
Developmental Assessment of Young Children-2nd Edition 
Early Screening Profiles 
FirstSTEP Screening Test for Evaluating Preschoolers 
Learning Accomplishment Profile—Diagnostic Screens 
Parents’ Evaluation of Developmental Status 
Parents’ Evaluation of Developmental Status: Developmental 
Milestones 

Developmental Screenings
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AZEIP-WHAT IS THIS THING?
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Students who are identified as at-risk by the Universal Screener are 
administered a diagnostic assessment to determine the deficits. (e.g., 
phonics, phonemic awareness, spelling, number sense and behavior)

Universal
Screener

Diagnostic

Progress

Monitoring

Formative

Summative
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Development Assessment

There are mandatory components:
 uses at least two measures, of which one must be 

a norm-referenced standardized instrument, and
 is administered by at least 2 certified 

professionals as part of an evaluation team, and
 Includes parent input & collaboration

A full and individual evaluation of the child in all developmental areas: 
cognitive, physical, communication, social/emotional, adaptive 
development, and sensory (vision and hearing). 
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Interim check for progress) - Students in Tier 1 are assessed 
quarterly; students in Tier II are assessed 2-4 weeks; and students 
in Tier III are assessed every 1-2 weeks. ( e.g., benchmarking, 
curriculum-based measures, and anecdotal notes)  

Check for Understanding – Used by teachers and students 
during instruction which provides feedback to adjust 
ongoing teaching and learning. (e.g., observations, work 
samples, asking and answer questions)

Universal
Screener

Diagnostic

Progress

Monitoring

Formative

Summative
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Definitions

Formative Assessment
“A process used by teachers and 
students during instruction that 

provides feedback to adjust 
ongoing teaching and learning to 
improve students’ achievements 

of intended instructional 
outcomes.”

~Formative Assessment for 
Students and Teachers SCASS, 

2012

Ongoing Progress 
Monitoring

“A scientifically based practice 
that is used to assess students' 

academic performance and 
evaluate the effectiveness of 

instruction.”

~National Center on Student  
Progress Monitoring
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CHARACTERISTICS OF 
FORMATIVE ASSESSMENT

 Learning Progressions

 Goal setting 

 Evidence of Learning

 Descriptive Feedback

 Self- and Peer- Assessment

 Collaboration

 Sharing with families

14
Formative Assessment is an assessment 

FOR learning……as well as an assessment 
OF learning. 
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AN ONGOING PROGRESS 
MONITORING ANALOGY
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HOW ARE WE GOING TO DO THIS IN OUR 

ECE CLASSROOMS? 
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TEACHING STRATEGIES GOLD

The current identified On-going 
Progress Monitoring tool. It is 

mandated for all Early Childhood 
Special Education, PDG, and Title I 

preschool programs.
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Questions for discussion:
Why is a commonly used tool 

important?
How could data collected at a state 

level be used?
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Assessment

 For each of the 36 objectives 
on GOLD, determine each 
student’s level of progress

 Gives an indication of a 
student’s progress at a given 
point in time

 Checkpoints are set times a 
year this data should be 
finalized and submitted to 
ADE.

Evidence

 For each level determined 
for a student, evidence 
should be documented

 The evidence reflects the 
student’s progress at a 
given point in time

 10% of the data is 
monitored each year AND 
at ECQUIP monitorings
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Types of Documentation 
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COLLECTING QUALITY
DATA

What does quality mean? 
 fit for intended uses in operations, decision 

making, and planning;
 correctly represents what the child can do;
 Is objective and free from opinion, bias, feelings

Why does it matter?
 Data collected is used to make many decisions: 

instruction, individual PD growth, family 
communication, state level PD
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LET’S GIVE IT A TRY
IS THIS QUALITY DOCUMENTATION?

 Avery seemed to really enjoy playing with puzzles today.

 Gavin came in the room and hung up his backpack 
independently after giving mom a hug good-bye.

 Olivia was grumpy all day today, she cried, and seemed to not 
want to play with friends.

 Willette was smiling and jumping up and down when she saw 
her dad in the window.
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LET’S PRACTICE
A quality documentation activity
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23Summative – Given at the end of a unit, quarter, 
semester, and/or annually. (e.g., state-wide, 
district and/or grade level)

Universal
Screener

Diagnostic

Progress

Monitoring

Formative

Summative
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TURN TO YOUR SHOULDER BUDDY. 
FINISH THIS STATEMENT: I WILL 
CONDUCT ASSESSMENT BECAUSE…
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HOW ELSE WILL THIS DATA BE USED?
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Home Page
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Landing Page
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Azella Report - Summary

Preschool Development Grant
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Azella Report – Drill Down

Preschool Development Grant
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Reports – GOLD Snapshot & Drill Down

Preschool Development Grant

*Note: Drill down will display all seasons as season data is available for selected year/program/age.  
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QUESTIONS?
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RESOURCES

Supporting Formative Assessment for Deeper Learning: A Primer 
for Policymakers. CCSSO (2014)

Distinguishing Formative Assessment from other Educational 
Assessment Labels. CCSSO (2012)

Using Formative Assessment to Improve Student Achievement in 
the Core Content Areas  Southeast Comprehensive Center –
Brief Paper  (January 2012)

Formative assessment and next-generation assessment systems: 
Are we losing an opportunity? Paper prepared for the Council of 
Chief State School Officers. Los Angeles, CA: University of 
California, National Center for Research on Evaluation, 
Standards, and Student Testing. (2010)
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RESOURCES

Formative Assessment: Making it Happen in the Classroom –
Margaret Heritage (2010)

Connecting Formative Assessment Research to Practice: An 
Introductory Guide for Educators. Learning Point 
Associates (2009)

Assessment-Driven Instruction: A System Approach - Linda 
Diamond (2005)
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